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Non mnnia possumus omncs.   VIRG., Edog. viii, 632
NATURE does nothing in vain; the Creator of the universe has appointed everything to a certain use and purpose, and determined it to a settled course and sphere of action, from which, if it in the least '"eviates, it becomes unfit to answer those ends for fej^rb1:- was designed. In like manner it is in the ispositions of society, the civil economy is formed in a chain as well as the natural; and in either case |he breach but of one link puts the whole in some plisorder. It is, I think, pretty plain, that most of the absurdity and ridicule we meet with in the world is generally owing to the impertinent affection of excelling in characters men are not fit for, and for which Nature never designed them.
Every man has one or more qualities which may
make him useful both to himself and others.    Nature
never fails of pointing them out, and while the infant
continues under her guardianship, she brings him on
in his way, and then offers herself for a guide in what
remains of the journey; if he proceeds in that course,
he  can hardly  miscarry.    Nature  makes  good  her
j engagements; for as she never promises what she
is not able to perform, so she never fails of performing
what  she  promises.    But  the  misfortune  is,  men
despise what they may be masters of, and affect what
they are not fit for; they reckon themselves already
.possessed of what their genius inclined them to, and
*so bend all their ambition to excel in what is out of
rtheir reach : thus they destroy the use of their natural
'talents, in the same manner as  covetous men do
their quiet and repose; they can enjoy no satisfaction
1  Or perhaps Pope.  There is much uncertainty about the authorship of papers signed ' Z'.   See Nos. 408, 425, 467.
2  The motto in the folio number was Virgil's
Continue has leges aeternaque foedera certis Im-oosuit natura locis.